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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/05/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

At pages 9-10, Applicant argues that the use of switches in the context of what 
are disclosed by Loui and Moore is not appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art 
and thus, it would not have been obvious to modify Loui and Moore in the manner 
suggested. 

In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. While Fig. 19 and Fig. 20 in 
Moore disclose processes of extending a frame presentation by inserting its copies for a 
desired period of time called "hold time", paragraphs [0394], [0395], and [0395] describe 
various options or conditions that affect the setting value of the "hold time" depending 
either on user's preferences, e.g."if the original timing of the slide pictures is to be 
preserved along with the original audio, then ..." or on particular circumstances, e.g. "if 
the original timing of the slide pictures is lost, then ...". Firstly, to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, the infrastructure that performs the extending of a frame presentation to a 
desired pehod of time as described in Fig. 19 and Fig. 20 can accommodate various 
situations that may lead only to different values of hold time. Further, obviously, the 
apparatus or method disclosed by Moore does not seek to solve the problem only for 
such a particular condition or preference. For example, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not use one embodiment of Moore to perform only for the case when "the original 
timing of the slide picture is lost" (otherwise, users must look for another apparatus), 
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then develop another apparatus using another embodiment of Moore to cope with the 
user's preference for "the original timing of the slide pictures is to be preserved" 
(otherwise, if that feature is not desired, users must look for something else and buy a 
different apparatus). Very clearly, those are not practical approaches. 

For that reason, in contrast, the Examiner strongly believe that one of ordinary 
skill in the art would recognize that providing a comprehensive solution using a common 
basic infrastructure is more practical and well fits to the spirit of "more for less". 

Having said so, the Examiner respectfully submits that, in contrary to Applicants 
arguments, one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that the use of output 
switches in this context is very obvious. 

The claims, therefore, stand rejected as previously presented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2, 8-10, 12-13, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Loui et al. (US 2003/0007784) and Moore (US 

2002/0061065). 

Regarding claim 1 , Loui et al. disclose an image processing apparatus ([0033]) 
comprising: moving picture encoding means for encoding still picture image data with a 
specified moving picture encoding scheme ([0017]); data processing means for 
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associating each still image file with a voice data file on a one-by-one basis to output of 
said moving picture encoding means in a format corresponding to said moving picture 
encoding scheme ([0045]; [0086]); and multiplexing means for multiplexing and 
outputting the output of said data processing means and said voice data ([0086]; Fig. 
10). Loui et al. also disclose a parameter file is used to set the display duration of each 
still image ([0086]). 

However, Loui et al. do not disclose adding time extension information to extend 
reproduction time by the time same as that of voice data related to said still picture 
image data. Loui et al. also do not disclose wherein said data processing means 
comprises: extracting means for extracting data for one frame corresponding to said still 
picture image data from output of said moving picture encoding; first means for adding 
invalid frames following the data for a time corresponding to reproduction time of said 
voice data at a specified period as said time extension information; second means for 
adding invalid frames after a time corresponding to reproduction time of said voice data 
as said time extension information; third means for adding said time extension 
information to the extracted data; and selection means for selecting either of the first to 
third means. 

Moore discloses adding time extension information to extend reproduction time of 
each still image by the time same as that of voice data related to still picture image data 
(the steps of "Set Hold Time", "Insert Hold Frame", and checking "Hold Time Exceed" in 
Fig. 19, Fig. 20, and [0387] with the "Hold Time" being the reproduction time of audio 
track in [0394] and [0395]). Moore also discloses said data processing means 
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comprises: extraction means for extracting data for one frame corresponding to said still 
picture image data from output of said moving picture encoding means ([0387]; [0394]); 
first means for adding invalid frames following the data for a time corresponding to 
reproduction time of said voice data at a specified period as said time extension 
information (Fig. 19; Fig. 20; [0396]); second means for adding invalid frames after a 
time corresponding to reproduction time of said voice data as said time extension 
information (Fig. 19; Fig. 20; [0394]; [0395]); third means for adding said time extension 
information to the extracted data (Fig. 19; Fig. 20; [0394]; [0395]; [0396]); 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate adding time extension, the first means, second means, 
and third means disclosed by Moore into the apparatus disclosed by Loui et al. to 
synchronize the video and audio data which originally do not have the same 
reproduction time length. The incorporated feature would help to achieve smooth 
reproduction and better quality of presentation. 

However, the proposed combination of Loui et al. and Moore does not explicitly 
disclose selection means for selecting either of the first to third means. 

A switch for selecting one signal out of many sources is well known in the art. 
Thus, Official Notice is taken (also see "Response to Arguments" above). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to incorporate a switch into the apparatus disclosed by Loui et al. and 
Moore so that to select the output from either the first, second, or third means. The 



Application/Control Number: Page 6 

10/797,026 

Art Unit: 2621 

incorporated feature would allow multiple options of associating audio data into the still 
images, thus enhance user the interface of the apparatus. 

Regarding claim 2, Loui et al. also disclose voice encoding means for encoding 
said voice data with a specified voice encoding scheme ([0017]; [0056]). 

Regarding claim 8, Moore also disclose said data processing means further 
comprises means for continuing control for processing of said first, second or third 
means a specified times after completing processing of said first, second or third means 
(means for performing the step of "Add MPEG Subsequence to Output" in Fig. 19 and 
Fig, 20). 

Regarding claim 9, Loui et al. also disclose a camera to generate said still picture 
image data ([0041]); and a microphone to generate said voice data ([0045; [0050]). 

Regarding claim 10, the proposed combination of Loui et al. and Moore does not 
disclose said image processing apparatus is a cellular phone. 

A cellular phone with a built-in camera is very well known in the art. Thus, Office 
Notice is taken. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been 
motivated to incorporate a cellular phone to be used with the apparatus disclosed by 
Loui et al. and Moore as another source of still images. With a use of a cellular phone 
with a built-in camera, a separate digital camera is not needed and hence, makes 
savings. 

Claim 12 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 1 above. 
Claim 13 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 2 above. 
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Claim 19 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 8 above. 

Claim 20 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 9 above. 

Claim 21 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 10 above. 

Claims 11 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Loui et al. (US 2003/0007784) and Moore (US 2002/0061065) as applied to 
claims 1-2, 8-10, 12-13, and 19-21 above, and further in view of Abe (US Patent 
6,618,491). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , see the teachings of Loui et al. and Moore as discussed in 
claim 1 above. Further, Moore also discloses still picture image data is supplied to said 
data processing means (Fig. 19; Fig. 20; [0387]; [0390]). 

However, the proposed combination of Loui et al. and Moore does not disclose 
means for extracting desired still picture image data and voice data related to it from 
moving picture data added with voice data. 

Abe discloses means for extracting desired still picture image data and voice 
data related to it from moving picture data added with voice data (column 3, lines 60- 
63). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
been motivated to Incorporate the means for extracting still picture image data and 
voice data disclosed by Abe into the apparatus disclosed by Loui et al. and Moore to 
extract favorite scene from favorite movies. The incorporated feature would enhance the 
user interface because it expands options for sources of still images. 

Claim 22 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 1 1 above. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant Is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung Q. Dang whose telephone number is v57 1-270- 
1116. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th:7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Informatjon regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Hung Dang 
Patent Examiner 




